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PALAUNGS, WAS, AND PANTHAYS.

A description of the border people of upper Burma
would be incomplete without some reference to these
tribes, who are separate races dwelling in and along
our north-east boundaries. The Palaungs have a
State of their own, called by the Shans " Tawng-
peng," and being a quiet, peaceful folk, have not come
much into notice. They usually inhabit the higher
hills in both British and Chinese Shan country, and
are great cultivators of tea. Ethnological savants
differ considerably as to their original stock, one
connecting them with Mon or Taking, another
with Cambodian origin. From their own legends
they would appear to have been in Tawngpeng long
before the downfall of the ancient Shan kingdom of
Nanchao about the middle of the ninth century.
They are an uncouth-looking but industrious race,
are keen Buddhists, but also keep up a belief in spirits,
whom they worship in trees, hills, and rocks. The
Chinese pagoda on Loi Hpra, for instance, is wor-
shipped by them, as also a very large old tea tree at
Loi Seng which was planted 160 years ago. The men
have now almost entirely adopted the Shan attire,
while their women still keep up their own tribal
distinction in their dresses which are bright in colour,
consisting of a little dark blue jacket, a coloured
skirt and blue trousers ; and on the head a large
hood brought to a point behind the head and reaching
down over the shoulders, the ends of which have
white borders with ornamental bits of scarlet, blue,
and black velvet worked in. The skirts having
panels of various colours let in, the whole attire